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      In 1865, as the Civil War was drawing to a close, President Lincoln signed an act establishing 

the National Asylum (later changed to Home) for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. The Eastern Branch 

at Togus was the first of the homes to open in November 1866.  The Soldiers’ homes were created 

to provide care for volunteer soldiers who were injured during the Civil War. Medical care wasn’t 

the only modality of care given, but also spiritual care. 

     

      The name Togus comes from the Indian name Worromontogus, which means mineral water. 

The Togus property was originally a summer resort known as Togus Springs. It was owned and 

operated by Horace Beals, a wealthy granite merchant from Rockland, Maine who hoped to 

establish a second Saratoga Springs. He invested over $250,000 in a hotel, stables, a bowling 

alley, a farmhouse, a bathing house, driveways, and a race track. The resort opened in 1859 but 

failed to generate business during the Civil War years, closing in 1863. The government was able 

to obtain the land and buildings for $50,000.  

         

      The first Veteran was admitted to Togus on November 10, 1866. The Veteran population of the 

home remained at under 400 until a building program began in 1868 which eventually provided 

accommodation for nearly 3000 Veterans. The home was organized much like a military camp with 

the men living in barracks and wearing modified Army uniforms. Although a 100 bed hospital was 

completed in 1870, medical care at the home was limited, even by the standards of the day. 

   

      Togus became a Veterans Administration facility following the Consolidation Act of July 1930, 

which joined all agencies administering benefits to Veterans and their Dependents. Most of the 

buildings which make up our present facility were constructed in the decade which followed. The 

role of Togus changed gradually from a domiciliary or home to a full-service medical center with 

the greatest change occurring following World War II with the large number of returning Veterans 

needing medical care.      



 

 

 

A map of Togus from 1885 shows the location of various buildings on the campus. 

     The original chapel, known as the Ward Memorial Chapel, was built in 1870. In 1953, the facility 

replaced it with the present chapel, located in Building 235. This chapel is part of the medical 

buildings. An additional chapel was built inside the Hospice Unit in 2011. 
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               Ward Memorial Chapel                                  The present chapel, located in Building 235 
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       The Togus VA Medical Center Chaplain Service, within the VA Maine Health Care System 

(HCS) is celebrating 150 years of providing spiritual care. Before the Consolidation Act of July 

1930, in which Congress made Togus a part of the Veterans Administration and 

the transformation into the Togus VA Medical Center, the Reverend Moses Kelley served as the 

first chaplain of the Soldiers’ Home in 1867. The first chief chaplain at Togus was Eugene Pilgrim 

and Fr. Leonard LeClair was the first Catholic chaplain. 

   The Catholic Chaplains that followed Fr. Leonard LeClair were: 

 Fr. Henry Dallaire                                  

Fr. Normand Carrier 

Fr. Francis Kane 

Fr. Raymond Lagasse 

             Fr. David Mani 

             Fr. Alejandro DeJesus  ( CURRENT CHAPLAIN ) 

 

     It was at the 1949 state convention held at Van Buren that the present veterans program at the 

Veterans Hospital at Togus was inaugurated.  At that time it was voted to make a donation to 

Father LeClair who was now Chaplain at Togus.  It was voted to donate $200 and Lt. Col. Raymond 

Kinch of Augusta was appointed Chairman of the Togus VA committee.  This took place under the 

administration of State Deputy William  Provencher, of Waterville.  Brother Kinch discussed the 

matter with Father LeClair and the officials at Togus and it was agreed the best activity would be 

Beano games, as it would provide a type of entertainment not already provided and, at the same 

time, distribute gifts, such as cigarettes and canteen books. 

     Brother Kinch, or one of his committeemen, made weekly visits to the patients, taking 

magazines, rosary beads, candy, cigarettes, etc., and cheering up the patienrts, writing letters for 

those that needed this service and helping them pass the time.  At all times, he is in close touch 

with the Catholic Chaplain, Father LeClair.  The State KC annual donation amount of $200 was 

continued until the State Convention at Rumford in 1953 when the amount donated was raised to 

$300.  

     On May 21, 1952, the Veterans Administration awarded to the Maine State Council, Knights of 

Columbus, a certificate in recognition of volunteer service in behalf of the veteran patients 

through the Veterans Administration Volunteer Service Program at Togus, Maine. 

OPERATION WHEELCHAIR AT TOGUS V.A. HOSPITAL has become a tradition for the Knights of 

Columbus in Maine.  Councils throughout the state send members and families to Togus on 

Sunday mornings for the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  They go up into the wards and wheel veterans who wish 

to attend Sunday Mass.  For many years this mass was followed up with coffee and donuts.  KC 

members made friends with the vets and a great feeling of family was developed.  We would wish 

the vet a good day and express a wish for their good health and return to their families.  This 

service to our veterans at Togus continues to this day.    

 



 

.   Coordinators for Operation Wheelchair were:  Peter Pfeifer, Ron Cote, Robert Pare, Dave 

Leibowitz, Michael Dostie, Ernie Morrissette, Dave Couverette, Bob King Jr., Bob King Sr. and Joe 

Murphy. 

GOD BLESS  AMERICA  AND  GOD  BLESS  THE  KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS 


