Maine Council Officers
Maine State Council

April—May 2021

State Deputy

John Deetjen

State Chaplain Fr Aaron Damboise
State Secretary Jon Harvey
State Treasurer Michael Giroux
State Advocate

May the Lord open our hearts to live in the joy that our
faith provides us and allow us to find the strength to so
love as we move forward, together, in our world.

~Interim

Mark Bourgoin
Districts 1,-6, 17 & 18

~Interim

Michael Giroux
Districts 7 -16

State Warden

Normand Bisson

Immediate Past
State Deputy Mark Bourgoin

~Bishop Deeley

State Deputy Message
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
ALLELUIA! HE IS RISEN! Jesus has triumphed over the power of sin and
death! He resisted the temptation of the Devil, walked the long road to Jerusalem, carried His sacred cross up the steep hill, was hung on a tree, and
sealed in a tomb. But true to His word, His Temple was destroyed, and raised
back up in three days. There has never been an event in all of history like
this moment, nor will there ever be one.
Yet, the mystery of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection is something that
even the disciples needed time to process. After the Gospel passage said John
“saw and believed,” we are informed that they didn’t understand why Jesus
had to rise from the dead. The disciples hid in the upper room in fear of the
Jewish leaders, possibly worrying that they would be accused of stealing
Jesus’ body, as the Roman centurions believed would happen. Thomas needed time to understand that Jesus had in fact risen. The disciples on the road
to Emmaus needed the journey with the hidden Jesus and a chance to dine
with Him. They then needed the journey back to Jerusalem, in the dead of
night, to process what they had seen, and relay to the Apostles. To think the
Apostles had first-hand knowledge of this mystery, and how long it took for
them to process what they had seen. Is it any wonder why we need fifty days
for this celebration?
We just finished a forty-day journey of prayer, fasting, and works of charity.
We start a new journey. The tomb is empty. The Lord is not there. He has
truly risen. Death has no power over him.
Joanna and I want to wish you and your families a most blessed and joyous
Easter season. Vivat Jesus!
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Calendar:
Maine State Convention
May 21—23
Senator Inn & Spa
Augusta, Maine
Silver Rose Prayer
Service May 22 6:30 –7 am
FMI contact Bobbie at
951-0537

Special Mass—Bassilica
Mother’s Day, The Ascension of
Our Lord, with Adoration and
Confessions
May 12, 2021

5:30pm
Celebrants:
Rev. Johnson Sacreties
Chaplin - Councils of the Prince
of Peace Parish
Rev. Aaron Damboise State
Council Chaplain K of C
https://princeofpeace.me/

Maine Organizational Meeting
July 9 –11
Black Bear Inn, Orono
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The Supreme Council has released the 2020-2021 requirements
to achieve Star Council. Minimum requirements is achieving at
least 100% of new membership quota (McGivney Award), host/
participate in two Fraternal Benefit Events (Founders Award),
submitted the Form 1728 (Annual Fraternal Survey) and the
Form 365 (Service Directors Report) and being Safe Environment Compliant. The Council will also need to submit for the
Columbian Award (Form SP-7) as well. The deadline to submit
the SP-7 is 30 June (there is NO grace period).
We have a few Councils that are on the verge of meeting Star
Council however, for some, the required forms have not been
submitted, have not participated in the Fraternal Benefits
Events and/or are not compliant with Safe Environment. The
deadline to meet the requirements is fast approaching.
Please have your Councils reach out for assistance if they are
missing any of these requirements so we can help them achieve
Star Council. If you are not sure which Councils that may be,
please refer to the Council Tracker Report .

TO: State Deputies and State Advocates in the United States, Canada and Philippines
CC: Fraternal Mission Staff & Office of Youth Protection Staff

Dear Worthy State Deputies and Worthy State Advocates,
Please notify all district deputies and grand knights in your jurisdiction of the following critical changes that need to
be made immediately:
Email addresses mandatory for all members holding safe environment roles (grand knight, program, family
and community directors, and all squires counselors)


Email addresses will be mandatory for every member to retain access to, and be counted towards, a council’s safe environment compliance for Fraternal Year End 2020-21



Please have your district deputies and grand knights check the Safe Environment Member Status
Report in Officers Online and reach out to any members who don’t have an email listed and assist
them in adding a valid email address, unique, and personal to him, to his membership profile with
the Knights of Columbus


PLEASE NOTE: generic emails will no longer work, e.g., gkcouncil1@gmail.com will no longer
work; personal emails are required as user ids to ensure that members retain full credit for completing their training and background checks
Grand knights barred from holding all 4 roles


Councils in which a grand knight also holds the program, community, and family director roles will NOT be
considered compliant with the Knights of Columbus safe environment program



This practice has never met the standard of having at least 2 fully compliant members at all events where
youth or other vulnerable persons may be present



This standard is in effect for the current 2020-21 Fraternal Year

Grand knights of councils who fall into this category must appoint AT LEAST one more member into either the program, community, or family director role immediately in order for their council to become compliant.
Examples and illustrations
1 - A council’s community director has no computer and he completed his safe environment training using the hard
copy self-study guide. With the new requirement that all members holding safe environment roles must have a personal email, what happens to members in these roles who don’t have computers?


If this member completed the training via the self-study guide, and sent in the acknowledgement form, it’s
recorded in the Office of Youth Protection
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We understand that some of our members don’t have computers, but can still have a personal email created for them so that the training and background check records will be retained in the new system


Perhaps a son or daughter can help?
It’s possible to use a smart phone or tablet to access the internet

Such members can also visit the library in their town to access the internet to
set up a personal email
Maybe a brother Knight can help?


As requirements are valid for 3 years we want members to continue to show as compliant
for that timeframe

2 - Must a council fill all 4 required positions (grand knight, program, family, and community director) with different council members or are two members permitted to each hold 2 positions? For
example, would a council be compliant if a compliant grand knight also held the program director
position and another fully compliant member held the community and family director positions?
Some councils are small and find it difficult to find 4 members to fill the 4 positions.


For this fraternal year 2020-21 ONLY, having 2 different members appointed into the 4 required roles of grand knight, program, family, and community director roles will be allowed –
but ONLY for the remainder of this fraternal year (June 30, 2021)



If the grand knight is also going to hold a director role, it should be either the family or community director role (but not both) so that there will then be 2 fully trained and background
checked members in each council



It is common that a council’s deputy grand knight also serves as the program director

3 - The Order’s safe environment standard is for 2 fully compliant members to be at all events
where youth and other vulnerable persons may be present. Do both members have to have the
training and background check or is it permitted to have one with training and one with training and
background check?


At a MINIMUM, there must be at least 2 trained members, at least 1 of whom has also been
background checked, present at all events where minors or other vulnerable persons may
be present



The Order’s expectation is that, over time, more and more members will have served in key
leadership roles that include background checks and training, and that there will be more
than two fully trained and background checked members at events, programs, and activities
where minors and other vulnerable persons may be present

4 - What is a valid email address for the positions requiring safe environment training? Some members wish to have an email for K of C business and a separate one for their personal business.
What are some examples of valid email addresses? Does the email address have to be the same
as what the member has in his membership profile?


The member management system only holds 1 email



A member may create one that can then be used for all of his K of C business, but instead
of gkcouncil1@gmail.com which is associated with the council ROLE of grand knight, one
should be created like johnj.doe@gmail.com to ensure that the member’s training and
background check credentials remain with HIM for 3 years, not with the grand knight ROLE
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5 - Here is some basic information on how to set up a personal email - https://
support.google.com/mail/answer/56256?hl=en Please note, the examples below are for illustration purposes only and do not constitute an endorsement or requirement by the Knights of Columbus for its members to use any of these companies when setting up their personal email; members
are free to select any company they wish.


Google: https://accounts.google.com/SignUp



Microsoft: https://signup.live.com/signup



Apple: https://www.icloud.com

All questions and concerns regarding these updated safe environment program requirements
should be directed to the Office of Youth Protection at either oyp@kofc.org or 203.752.4558.
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THE RETENTION COMMITTEE
Who makes up the Retention Committee?

Maine Life Couple

Retention Chairman, usually the Deputy
Grand Knight, council trustees, and any other
members appointed by the Grand Knight.

“Preserving the Dignity of Life”
Upcoming Events
We are excited to announce that the
Silver Rose icon will enter Maine
from Nova Scotia on April 26, 2021.
The Rose will start its journey in
District 2 (Interim DD Mark Bourgoin,
ISPD) and then on to District 3 (DD
Bruce Roiux) and then to District 12
(DD Thomas Nigro). If anyone would
like to join in on the planned prayer
services, please contact the DDs. The

What are the duties of the Retention Committee?
• Recognize each member’s accomplishments
• Ensure new members are introduced to the
council membership and made to feel welcome

nications are not maintained, the member will
not feel welcome and is only contacted when
money is involved.
People join organizations because they feel a
kinship with the organization. They want to
do something; they want to help. Reach out
to these brothers and invite them to participate in our programs. If you bring them in,
make them feel welcome and needed. If you
wait until it’s time to collect their dues you’ve
lost them. Be proactive and welcoming.
Everyone needs to be needed.

• Communicates with members to remind
them of meetings and activities
• Works with the Program Director to encourage participation in council activities

Silver Rose, for the very first time will
be at our state convention in May on
Saturday, May 22. A prayer service
will be held from 6:30 AM to 7 AM.
Please see the convention itinerary
for more details.
40 days for life is wrapping up the
spring vigil. Since February 17, 454

As you can see, the job of the Retention Committee is not just when it’s time to collect
dues. The Retention Committee is the
“Welcome Wagon”, the internal public relations group of the council. If regular commu-

Maine State Council's Mobile Ceremonial Team was in Rumford 4/25

lives have been saved from abortion

worldwide. On June 24, "Adoption
Solutions" in Yarmouth, Maine will be
hosting an information program for
people who want to know more
about the adoption process. 253
Main St. Yarmouth, Maine 04096.
(207) 400-4775
Safe Haven legislation 22
M.R.S.§4018: An infant less than 31
days old may be delivered to a person or entity defined as a Safe Haven
Provider. A Safe Haven Provider can
accept the child being surrendered

under this law is not subject to civil,
criminal, or administrative liability for
accepting the child. Definition of a
Safe Haven provider: a law enforcement officer, a staff that is at a medical emergency room, medical services provider, or a hospital staff
member at a hospital.
~cont
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Maine State Council's Mobile Ceremonial Team was in Bangor 4/24

Maine Life Couple ~cont
Safe Haven legislation 22
M.R.S.§4018: An infant less than 31
days old may be delivered to a person or entity defined as a Safe Haven
Provider. A Safe Haven Provider can
accept the child being surrendered
under this law is not subject to civil,
criminal, or administrative liability for
accepting the child. Definition of a
Safe Haven provider: a law enforcement officer, a staff that is at a medical emergency room, medical services provider, or a hospital staff
member at a hospital.
Ultrasound Program
• We will shortly begin fund raising
for a Pregnancy Support Center in
northern Maine (We will keep you
posted).
• Funding needed (urgent!!!): Pat
Bonney (from Open Arms Pregnancy

Center in Augusta) still needs funding
in order to maintain the center. If you
are interested in helping the center,
please contact Lee or Bobbie.

The following help is needed:
If you have any pregnancy care centers that need help with running their
operations, please contact Lee or
Bobbie at leemalvin521@gmail.com
Contact Brother Lee Malvin and

Bobbie at: 207-943-3710
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Refund Support Vocations
Program

Vocations to the ministerial priesthood and to the consecrated life can
only flourish in a spiritual soil that is
well cultivated.” (Pope Benedict XVI
to the 45th World Day of Prayer for
Vocations, April 13, 2008)
Through the RSVP, the Knights of
Columbus has cultivated this spiritual
soil for more than 30 years. While the
order has a num-ber of vocations
programs, RSVP is the primary program through which councils, assemblies and circles provide financial and
moral support to men and women
preparing for the priesthood or religious life, and every council, assembly and circle is encour-aged to participate. It allows councils & assemblies to “adopt” one or more seminarians or postulants and provide

them with fi-nancial assistance and
moral support.
Money provided by RSVP is used by
seminarians and those in religious
formation for tuition and books, car
insurance and maintenance, travel
during vacations, emergency expenditures and other living expenses.
Knights provide more than financial
support though; members write
letters to students, sponsor dinners
for them, invite them to join the

council and, most importantly, pray
for vocations. Qualifying councils and
assemblies receive a $100 refund for
every $500 donated. The maximum
refund a council or assembly can
receive is $400 per individual supported.
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Prayer for Vocations
Loving Father, you sent your Son so that all might come to know the truth and be saved. With the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, you continue his work through the Church. Your Son reminded his
disciples that the harvest was indeed plentiful but the labor-ers few. Following his instructions,
we beg you to call many to ordained ministry and religious life. Grant them the grace to hear you
and to respond wholeheartedly. May Mary Immaculate the mother of your Son, and the patroness of our diocese, intercede for us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Faith Director Report
If you have not yet hosted or participated in a
Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour, I
encourage you do so. This prayer opportunity
counts as a credit under the Pilgrim Icon Program in our Faith Category, continuing
through the end of the 2020-2021 fraternal
year.
Thousands of favors have been attributed to
the intercession of our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney. He is known especially for
favors related to employment and finances,
reconciling family members, overcoming
addiction, recovering from serious illness, as
well as conversion and return to the Church.
These favors coincide with issues that Father
McGivney dealt with as a parish priest and
they show his ongoing care and concern for
those who call upon him in faith.

Fr. McGivney’s intercession and to invoke the
help of our Blessed Mother while also fulfilling one of the faith credits in the Faith in
Action program. I encourage you to take
advantage of this prayer opportunity in your
council gatherings, in your churches and in
your own homes. You may contact me at any
time if you have questions.
Vivat Jesus!
Spike Brimmer

Special Invitation
My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Since the month of May is dedicated to
the Blessed Mother Mary, The Knights of
Columbus of the Prince of Peace Parish,

The Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour
can be undertaken live, virtually or in a combined live/virtual setting. The prayer booklet
is available online and can be ordered in
quantity. Links to the guide sheet (#11167)
and the booklet (#11157) may be found at
this address: https://www.kofc.org/en/whatwe-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/blessed
-mcgivney-prayer-hour.html.
The Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour
provides a beautiful opportunity to pray for

which consists of five local councils, 106,
10019, 12652 all of Lewiston, 13181 Sabattus, 2358 Lisbon, and 8742 Auburn,
would like to invite you to a special Mass
being held at the Basilica on Wednesday
May 12, 2021.
This is considered to be a special Mass

Email: spike@brimmer.info.
Call or text: 207-478-9620.

because we are celebrating many different days, such as Mother’s Day, and The
Ascension of Our Lord, we will also have

Help Wanted:
Dear brother Knights,

Adoration and Confessions will be heard
immediately following the Mass.
The Mass will begin at 5:30pm and will be
celebrated by Rev. Johnson Sacreties, who

Our Worthy State Deputy John Deetjen has a number of great leadership opportunities in the Maine

is the Chaplin of the five Councils of the

State Council. The right candidates will possess good leadership fundamentals, are willing to do occa-

Prince of Peace Parish and Rev, Aaron

sional travel, and want to learn even more about our honored Order. Some of these roles are available

Damboise who is the State Chaplin of the

right now and some will be available starting right after the Convention:

Knights of Columbus.

AVAILABLE NOW

The Basilica is able to accommodate

District Deputy for District 2 (Fort Fairfield, Caribou, Presque Isle and Limestone)

approximately 600 people in person,

District Deputy for District 5 (Jay, Rumford, Farmington)

however the suggested guidelines from

District Deputy for District 13 (Portland Area)

the Diocese, the CDC and the State will be

District Deputy for District 17 (Greenville & Jackman)

followed, Masks MUST BE WORN, just as

District Deputy for District 18 (Skowhegan, Dexter, Dover-Foxcroft & Pittsfield)

we do for a weekend Mass.

Parish Round Table Coordinator
State Training Director

If you would like to watch via livestream,
just go to the Prince of Peace Parish Web-

AVAILABLE AFTER THE CONVENTION:

site and click on livestream.

Director of Online Membership Growth & Development

https://princeofpeace.me/

Director of College Council Growth & Development
Hospitality Events Coordinators (Husband and Wife)
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, or are just interested in council leadership in general, please contact State Deputy John Deetjen at johndeetjen.kofcofficer@gmail.com or 207-322-2147.

Normand Bisson
Grand Knight Council 12652
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The accompanying article
(right) was originally published by Columbia Magazine, April 2021 issue.
https://www.kofc.org/en/newsroom/columbia/index.html

Maine Life couple:
An undisclosed individual in

Aroostook County Maine is donating
$15,000 toward an ultrasound. Since
supreme will match the funding, this
will provide for one ultrasound. The
proceeds will go to The Pregnancy
Care Center of Aroostook. This center
services Fort Kent, Houlton, and
Presque Isle.
———
ABBA (a Women’s Resource Center
located in Portland Maine) is having a
virtual fundraiser on May 13 at 7:30

PM. ABBA provides women who have
an unplanned pregnancy with free
medical services, ultrasounds, counseling, parental education, and options other than abortion. The virtual
session is at this link.
https://vimeo.com/event/852183/
d5b4f269c6
———
Grand Knight David McDonald and
Council 12941, (in Biddeford), have
been given the go-ahead to fund

raise for an ultrasound in Uganda,
Africa. Supreme should be able to
match approximate $6500, which
totals to approximately $13,000 Way
to go Council 12941
———
Funding needed (urgent!!!): Pat
Bonney (from Open Arms Pregnancy
Center in Augusta) needs funding.
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Precious Innocence
Precious Innocence is a nonprofit organization within the state of Maine that is working
to pass legislation (An Act to Provide Dignity
for the Fetal Remains by Requiring Their Interment or Cremation; LD 1225). The organization is looking to require abortion clinics to
give moms and dads who undergo an abortion the opportunity to bury the aborted
baby. Specifically, abortion clinics will be
required to notify the “the woman who
suffers a fetal loss… The right to choose
“where the fetal remains will go. If the mother chooses to bury the aborted child, the
“parent may elect to take custody and control
over the fetal remains… (Whether burial or
cremation). In addition, the parents “must be
provided with information regarding bereavement support services." Moreover, any abortion clinic that does not follow this proposed
law would be subjected to a $10,000 fine.
Precious Innocence is also looking to raise
money for “Green Cemetery plots” that do
not require cemetery vaults. If passed, this bill
will allow for the dignified burial of aborted
fetuses in the state of Maine. This organiza-

tion needs urgent/immediate funding in order
to continue to distribute pamphlets, bereavement cards, paraphernalia, and the acquisition of Green Cemetery plots. They are in
danger of losing their newsletter which costs
approximately $515 per year. Please donate
to this vital organization. Please contact Lee
or Bobbie at 207-951-0537 or 207-943-3710
or contact Carla Caren, Aline Poulin, Judy
Icenogle and Jan Raymond
https://preciousinnocents.org/

Help Wanted:
The following help is needed:
Precious Innocence needs help with their
website. If you are computer savvy please
contact Lee or Bobbie at leemalvin521@gmail.com
Contact Brother Lee Malvin and
Bobbie at: 207-943-3710

Email: leemalvin521@gmail.com
Contact Lee or Bobbie
207-951-0537 or 207-943-3710

An Act to Provide Dignity for the Fetal Remains by
Requiring Their Interment or Cremation; LD 1225
Communications:
We’re back! And in a more printer
friendly version, mixed with some
attractive styling.

Maine State Council Organizational Meeting:

To be clear, there is no newsletter

What a year it has been! We have just about made it through a year I'm sure many of us will never

tors and other leaders. Much will

forget, even though I'm sure we might wish we could. I'm writing this because it is never too early to

soon be happening in the way of

prepare for the next fraternal year. It is my and Joanna's pleasure to invite you to our Maine State

making that pathway more evident.

Council organizational meeting this coming July 9 -11 at the Black Bear Inn in Orono. Be on the lookout
for further details. One new twist to this year's organizational meeting is the introduction of electronic
registration. When the time arrives, you will be given the link to register.

without the input/articles from direc-

With that, the Contact database
project has finally completed the first
phase, and with the recent memo

After this past year, I'm looking forward to a much more normal event. I'm sure you all are too. We

from Supreme, none too soon. Be on

hope to see you and yours in Orono this summer.

the lookout for communication on

Vivat Jesus!

how to file your 185 and 365 forms

State Deputy

files with the State Council to main-

John Deetjen

tain an up-to-date Maine State Directory.
~ cont.
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~ Communications Cont.
State Convention is right around the
corner, and to some form of disappointment, yet also with some level
of satisfaction, there will be an online
component due to the challenges our
troubled times.
With more valuable time to plan, [we
hope] there will be a far more polished presentation for online viewer/
participants. As I always say it is not
IF technology happens [breaks] it is

WHEN, so lets hope for smooth
operations for the event.
Yes, you did read “viewers” as well as
participants. The current plan is to
stream the Awards portion of the
Awards Banquet, The Necrology
mass, including the Swearing in of
Officers, AND a viewer only porting of

Faith In Action Community Director
Anthony S. Alfiero
Maine State Council Knights of Columbus
64 Gateway Commons Drive Gorham, ME 04038-1354
WOW, what a year!
First off, our drive for intellectual
disabilities, specifically the Tootsie roll drive
fell to $27,500 from $109,000 due to the
pandemic, lets keep up the great work! I
personally feel that next year we can top
$120,000! The Lobster dip this year raised a
little over $9,500. We would have had our
polar dip in St. Agatha, on May 3rd, 2020 but
sadly it was cancelled, even with that we were
able to contributed over $1,000 to the
Aroostook County Special Olympics, again
thanks Brothers! Including this year, we have
raised $3,589,988.91 for Maine Special Olympics in over 40 years!

predicted changes we have all faced throughout 2020, I am still thrilled, that a pandemic
did not stop our motivation or fundraising,
thank you all!
Last but not least, I would like to
thanks my wife and my family for the never
ending support in faith in action; I would love
to thank State Deputy John and his lovely wife
Joanna, and their support, my brothers and
their wives; Mike and Donna, Wes and Chuck,
and new to this years team Lee and Bobbie,
and Spike and Sharon! Also would a special
shoutout to IPSD Mark Bourgoin for his help
this year.

We also had our annual state free
throw championship scheduled at Old Town
High School. Yet again, we had to be cancelled
due to the pandemic, but with the help of
God, we will be back next year!

the Saturday Business Meeting.
Please be aware, streaming is a network intensive activity, Should two
streams form the Host site become

problematic, we will need to favor
the participant session and drop the
viewing session.
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Brothers, these community programs have gotten better and will continue to
become great, while we are trying to bring
our lives back closer to “normal”. We had
some set backs, but we have made changes to
adapt and overcome. Overall with these un-

Email:anthony4@maine.rr.com

In Public Service
A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he always is to shake hands. He grabbed my
friend by the hand and pulled him aside.
The Pastor said to him, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"
My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor." Pastor
questioned, "How come I don't see you except at Christmas and Easter?"
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service."

Guardian Angels, the Lord’s Secret Service

Maine State Council
Dan LaLonde
Communications Director
P.O. Box 244
Limestone Maine 04750
E-mail: dan.lalonde@maineknights.net

