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INDEPENDENCE DAY
Independence Day, also known as the Fourth of July, is a federal holiday observed annually. It is the anniversary of the publication of the
declaration of independence of the United States of America from
Great Britain in 1776. Its dates back to the 18th century and the
American Revolution (1775-1783).
In June 1776, representatives of the 13 colonies then fighting in the
revolutionary struggle weighed a resolution that would declare independence of the United States from Great Britain.
On July 2, the legal separation of the 13 Colonies from Great Britain
occurred, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a
resolution proposed by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia for
“independence”. Two days later its delegates adopted the Declaration
of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson,
John Adams, &
Benjamin Franklin.
Historians have long disputed whether Congress actually signed the
Declaration of Independence on July 4 and most have concluded that
it was signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2, 1776,
and not on July 4 as it is commonly believed.
The holiday remains to be celebrated on the Fourth of July. Coincidentally, both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the only signers of
the Declaration of Independence later to serve as Presidents of the
United States, died on the same day: July 4, 1826, which was the 50th
anniversary of the Declaration.

Inside this issue
Who are 4th Degree.................... 2
Officer Roles & Resp.................... 3
Missing Man Table ...................... 4
Emblem of the Patriotic Degree .. 4
Events ......................................... 5-8

Who Are the Fourth Degree Knights?

MAINE STATE COUNCIL SUMMER MEETING
The District Master along
with both District Marshals
and the Executive Secretary
will be attending the weekend event slated for 9-11
July at the Black Bear Inn in
Orono. DM Duane Belanger
will be presenting information to the attendees of
the upcoming Patriotic Exemplification slated for 11
September in Madawaska.
Registration packets should

be available for distribution
during the weekend.

They are the men you probably envision
when someone says Knights of Columbus
to you. They’re present in their distinct
regalia at civic and Church events, acting
as honor guards and color corps, or standing in respect at the funerals of members
or during adoration of the Eucharist.
There is more to it than wearing a uniform.
They are men who have chosen to embrace the Order’s principle of patriotism, men who lead efforts to reach out
to veterans and active military and to embody the fact that one can be a
faithful Catholic and also be a faithful citizen.
When the Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882, three principles united
its members: charity, unity, and fraternity. Patriotism was added to the Order’s principles in 1900, based on the idea that Knights are loyal to both God
and country.
Brother Knights who wish to live out patriotism together can join “the
Fourth Degree” and hold the special title of “Sir Knight”. They participate in
color and honor guards and organize programs that promote Catholic citizenship. They also become part of an Assembly in their area.
There are more than 3,500 Fourth Degree Assemblies around the world. “It is
important in this day and age, that our Fourth Degree Assemblies encourage
active Catholic citizenship and foster the spirit of patriotism in our members
and the community at large,” Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard said.
The Serving Those Who Served Program is a major initiative supporting Veterans Affairs facilities. Knights of Columbus have representatives at almost
every Veterans Affairs medical clinic in the United States, where they recruit
& manage volunteers in developing activities and programs that aid patients’
most essential needs.
The Fourth Degree has also supported
priests, in particular those who go on to
serve as military chaplains.

Through a special scholarship program,
the Knights helped fund the education of
seminarians preparing to become Catholic
chaplains in the U.S. Armed Forces.
Stoddard said Fourth Degree assemblies
help Knights to put their faith, and their
love of country, into action.
Stoddard said that “the principle of Patriotism commits us to the preservation of our Church, our Order and to the
many nations where Knights serve.
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ASSEMBLY OFFICER ROLES & RESPONSIBLITIES
Faithful Navigator – presides over all meetings, enforces rules & regulations, and laws
of the Order, appoints committees, counter- signs orders drawn and signed by the
Comptroller, countersigns checks drawn by the Purser, performs other duties as the
Supreme Assembly may impose and establishes a Color Coprs.
Faitful Captain – in absence of the Navigator, performs and exercises the powers of the
Navigator. Also has responsibility to assure a good attendance at meetings & events and
takes charge of all social events under Good of the Order.
Faithful Pilot – arrangement of assembly chamber, has charge over all paraphernalia,
directs activities of Outer and Inner Sentinels, and must acquire and maintain
knowledge of policies and procedures governing the National Flag to instruct members
to ensure its proper care.
Faithful Comptroller – maintains reecords or all members, collects and receives moneys
from any source, keeps account of charges and receipts of each member, draws al orders on the Purser, issues membership cards to members in good standng, assist in preparing annual audit, promptly notifies the Supreme Council & District Master in any
change affecting the member, and is custodian of the Assembly seal.
Faithful Scribe – keeps a true record of all meetings and correspondence and performs
other duties the Assembly or Order may direct.
Faithful Purser – custodian of all funds and accounts, receives all monies from Comptroller for deposit, pays all orders drawn by him and countersigned by Navigator, makes
available all books for the annual audit.
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Faithful Sentinels – ensures all in attendance are in possession of 3 and 4 degre
membership cards & performs other duties imposed on them by the Pilot.

VISION & GOALS
Standing Firm in Support of the
Order: Sir Knights are dedicated to
the personal development & continued honor of brother Knights. We
are always there to offer leadership,
guidance, and encouragement.
Proudly Serving the Country: Sir
Knights glorify God by serving our
communities and nations as though

Christ were the one being served.
Unwavering Support of the Faith: Sir
Knights hold to what is right and
honorable, working to keep God in
the civic arena, serving the life of the
Church, and defending laws that
recognize the sanctity of life & religious liberty.
Honoring the Legacy of Knighthood:
The Color Corps is an elective division of the Patriotic Degree that
presents a visible reminder of our

service to the community.

Faithful Admiral – presides at meetings when Navigator and Captain are absent and
performs dutiies when Friar is absent.
Board of Trustees – has supervision of financial business & approves all payment of
moneys, shall conduct the annual audit, shall ensure proper bonds are provided to the
Comptroller & Purser and are custodians of such bonds.

Worthy District Master
Duane Belanger visited
Caribou June 10th to
Knight the newly exemplified Sir Knights.
Congratulations to Caribou’s most recent Sir
Knights.
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The Missing Man Table. This Table represents those Service members who remain unaccounted-for, either as
Prisoner-of-War, or Missing-in-Action (POW-MIA). With advances in DNA technology, there are none reported
for the conflicts since Vietnam. Even the unidentified remains interred in the vault at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier were subsequently identified, dis-interred, and reunited with his family, and re-interred in his
hometown. But, sadly, there are still 1,578 still not properly recovered, repatriated, or returned from the Vietnam War. It is with this Table that we remember their sacrifice, service, and absence. The significance and
meaning of each item on the Table is simple, yet eloquent:
1. The Table itself is round, to show that our concern for them is never-ending.
2. The White Tablecloth draped over the Table represents the purity of their response to our Country’s Call-ToArms.
3. The Empty Chair depicts an unknown face, representing no specific Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Coast Guardsman,
or Marine, but all who are not here with us.
4. The Bible represents faith in a higher power and the pledge to our Country, founded as “One Nation Under
God.” *
5. The Colors, or Flag of the United States of America, represents the entire population, whom they represent in
their defense of its Principles, as it was founded, as, again, “One Nation Under God.”
6. The Black Napkin stands for the emptiness these warriors have left in the hearts of their families and loved
ones. The Purple Heart Medal represents the wounds they most assuredly suffered, in combat, at the hands of

their captors.
7. The single Red Rose reminds us of their families and loved ones. The Red Ribbon represents the love of our Country, which inspired them to answer the Nation’s
call.
8. The Candle, and its Yellow Ribbon, symbolize the everlasting hope for a joyous reunion with those yet unaccounted for.
9. The slices of Lemon on the Bread Plate remind us of their bitter fate. The Salt upon the Bread Plate represents the tears of their families.
10. The Champagne Flute, turned upside down, reminds us that our distinguished comrades cannot be with us to drink a toast, or join in the festivities of the evening.
The Bible, noted by (*), above, is opened to the following verse, from 2nd Chronicles 7:14 –
14

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

In summary, we are called, by virtue of our being Knights, to “Leave No Neighbor Behind.” This mandate is NOT restricted to Brother Knights only. It is a Call-ToAction to aid, assist, and serve ALL of our Brothers in Christ. This request includes physical, emotional, and spiritual support, both as individuals, and as Councils
and Assemblies.
Keith R. Richardson, MAJ, US Army-Retired
DD8, FDD, PGK, PFN
Veterans and Health Services Director
Maine State Council, Knights of Columbus

“Vivat Jesus!”,

EMBLEM OF THE PATRIOTIC DEGREE
The triad emblem of the Fourth Degree features the dove, cross and globe. The dove, classic symbol of the
Holy Spirit and peace, is shown hovering over the orb of the Earth (globe).
Both are mounted on a variation of the Crusader's cross, which was found on the tunics and capes of Crusading knights who battled to regain the Holy Land from the pagans.
The sacred symbols on the emblem typify the union of Three Divine Persons in one Godhead, most Blessed
Trinity.
The Globe – God the Father, Creator of the Universe.
The Cross – God the Son, Redeemer of Mankind.
The Dove – God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of Humanity.
- the Patriotic Emblem Colors:
Blue globe with land of the Western Hemisphere in white.
Red cross with gold borders and gold knobs at the end of the points forming the ends of the arms of the
cross, also known as the Isabella cross.
White dove.
Red, white & blue are the colors of the flag of the country in which the Knights originated. They are used to
stress patriotism, the basic principle of the Fourth Degree.
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The Patriotic Degree held its very first ceremony on 22 February 1900 where 1,383 candidates were elevated to the rank of Sir Knight. This marked the 168th anniversary of the birthday of George Washington, 1st
President of the United States.

Today, there are 368,000 Sir Knights and 3,600 Assemblies around the world.
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MAINE BICENTENNIAL PARADE
Although a year late due to the pandemic, the parade
to celebrate Maine’s 200 years of statehood has been
officially scheduled for Saturday, 21 August in downtown Lewiston and Auburn.
The parade is presented by Poland Springs and will
commence at 10 AM. Over 80 units have registered
already to participate.
If you wish to see the route map, please click here:
Route Map
Information reagrding the “best viewing” areas in both
cities and “where to park for the parade” will be in the
next issue, if available to provide.
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